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§280.206 Assessing and evaluating a
laboratory.

(@) Information used to evaluate a
laboratory’s compliance with the con-
ditions for accreditation set out in
§280.214, the criteria for accreditation
set out in §280.215, and the technical
requirements established will include:

(1) Application and other material
submitted by the laboratory
(§280.214(b)).

(2) On-site assessment reports;

(3) Laboratory performance on pro-
ficiency tests;

(4) Laboratory responses to identified
deficiencies; and

(5) Technical evaluation.

(b) NVLAP shall arrange the assess-
ment and evaluation of applicant lab-
oratories in such a way as to minimize
potential conflicts of interest.

(¢) NVLAP shall inform each appli-
cant laboratory of any action(s) that
the laboratory must take to qualify for
accreditation.

§280.207 Granting and renewing ac-
creditation.

(a) NVLAP will take action to grant
initial accreditation, or renew, sus-
pend, or propose to deny or revoke ac-
creditation of an applicant laboratory,
based on the degree to which the lab-
oratory complies with the specific
NVLAP requirements. Accreditation
shall be granted for a one year period.
Before initial accreditation and every 2
years thereafter, an on-site assessment
of each laboratory shall be conducted
to determine compliance with the
NVLAP criteria.

(b) If accreditation is granted or re-
newed, NVLAP shall:

(1) Provide a Certificate of Accredita-
tion and a Scope of Accreditation to
the laboratory;

(2) Provide guidance on referencing
the laboratory’s accredited status, and
the use of the NVLAP logo by the lab-
oratory and its clients, as needed; and

(3) Remind the laboratory that ac-
creditation does not relieve it from
complying with applicable federal,
state, and local laws and regulations.

(c) NVLAP shall notify an accredited
laboratory at least 30 days before its
accreditation expires advising of the
action(s) the laboratory must take to
renew its accreditation.

§280.208

§280.208 Denying, suspending, and re-
voking accreditation.

(a) If NVLAP proposes to deny or re-
voke accreditation of a laboratory,
NVLAP shall inform the laboratory of
the reasons for the proposed denial or
revocation and the procedure for ap-
pealing such a decision.

(b) The laboratory will have 30 days
from the date of receipt of the proposed
denial or revocation letter to appeal
the decision to the Director of NIST. If
the laboratory appeals the decision to
the Director of NIST, the proposed de-
nial or revocation will be stayed pend-
ing the outcome of the appeal. The pro-
posed denial or revocation will become
final through the issuance of a written
decision to the laboratory in the event
that the laboratory does not appeal the
proposed denial or revocation within
that 30-day period.

(c) If NVLAP finds that an accredited
laboratory has violated the terms of its
accreditation or the provisions of these
procedures, NVLAP may, after con-
sultation with the laboratory, suspend
the laboratory’s accreditation, or ad-
vise of NVLAP’s intent to revoke ac-
creditation. If accreditation is sus-
pended, NVLAP shall notify the labora-
tory of that action stating the reasons
for and conditions of the suspension
and specifying the action(s) the labora-
tory must take to have its accredita-
tion reinstated.

(d) A laboratory whose accreditation
has been denied, revoked, terminated,
or expired, or which has withdrawn its
application before being accredited,
may reapply and be accredited if the
laboratory:

(1) Completes the assessment and
evaluation process; and

(2) Meets the conditions and criteria
for accreditation that are set out in
sections 280.214 and 280.215.

(e) Conditions of suspension will in-
clude prohibiting the laboratory from
using the NVLAP logo on its test re-
ports during the suspension period. The
determination of NVLAP whether to
suspend or to propose revocation of a
laboratory’s accreditation will depend
on the nature of the violation(s) of the
terms of its accreditation.
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